[Molecular and genetic background of sudden cardiac death].
Despite recent findings on the functional, structural and genetic background of sudden cardiac death, the incidence is still relatively high in the entire population. A thorough knowledge on susceptibility, as well as pathophysiology behind the development of malignant arrhythmias will help us to identify individuals at risk and prevent sudden cardiac death. This article presents a review of the current literature on the role of altered intracellular Ca2+ handling, acute myocardial ischaemia, cardiac autonomic innervation, renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system, monogenic and complex heritability in the pathogenesis of sudden cardiac death.